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1 . Claims 1 - 1 8 are presented for examination. 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or 
described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country, before the 
invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

3. Claims 1-4, 6, 10-13, and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being 
clearly anticipated by Guttag et al. (Patent No. 6,173,394) 

4. The examiner would suggest applicants read col. 130, line 42 through col. 
131, line 51, at a minimum, before responding. 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis 

for all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art 
are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the 
time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to 
which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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6. Claims 5, 7-9, 14, and 16-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Guttag et al. (Patent No. 6,173,394) in view of applicant's 
specification. 

7. As to claims 5, 7-9, 14, and 16-18, applicant's specification makes clear the 
concept of emulating X86 CISC instructions with RISC instructions is well-known, 
prior art as is the knowledge that such emulation can result in undesirable alteration 
of condition codes if not carefully controlled. One of ordinary skill in the art would 
be motivated to utilize Guttag' s teaching of bits within the instruction controlling 
modification of the condition codes with such prior art emulation systems because it 
enables finite, instruction-level control of such modification without the necessity of 
storing values and all the related control issues as in prior art systems. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to William M. Treat whose telephone number is 
(703) 305-9699. The examiner is part of a pilot work-at-home project in which he 
works from home one day each week, and he works a flexible schedule, but he can 
normally be reached during the afternoons and evenings on four of the five 
weekdays. 



